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¶750 YARD SIGNS IN 4 

COMMUNITIES 

¶387 ITEMS DONATED AT 

STUFF THE VAN EVENT 

¶97 BAGS OF POPCORN 

SOLD 

¶SILENT WITNESSES IN 5 

COMMUNITIES 

¶2 AWARENESS EVENTS  

¶ANOTHER AWESOME 

 OCTOBER IN THE BOOKS! 

 

DVAM 2014 

RECAP If you live in Beatrice, you may have 

noticed purple signs popping up around 

town in late September. This was the 

work of the  groovy gals of Hope Crisis 

Center, who spent a gorgeous fall day 

distributing over 100 Domestic  

Violence Awareness Month signs to 

residents and businesses of Beatrice. 

The signs are nothing new, of course. 

Weõve been doing it for years and it 

has become one of our most  

anticipated October projects. This 

year, however, we kicked off DVAM 

with a  little something extra ñ  

popcorn!  

For the first time, Hope Crisis Center 

ran Traubelõs Popcorn Stand, which 

benefits the Beatrice -area  

organizations that operate it. We had a 

blast serving awareness -themed snacks 

to nearly 100 customers. After  

buttering them up, many felt  

compelled to take signs back to 

their  own yards. Some even 

bought raffle tickets for a  

Traeger pellet grill, which was  

raffled off at our first ever Half 

of Dueling Pianos Event (more 

about it on page 3).  

In addition to our new  

undertakings, we also enjoyed a 

few tried -and-true favorites. Our 

life -sized red Silent Witness  

silhouettes, for example, made it 

around to five communities throughout 

October, reminding us that domestic 

violence takes and touches lives in our 

own small corner of the world.  

While the Silent Witness Project is 

very somber, our annual Candlelight 

Vigil restores a sense of hope. We 

were fortunate to be addressed by 

several speakers throughout the  

evening: Sheriff Sorensen, county  

attorney Linda Bauer, and survivor 

Shaylene Smith. Following Shayleneõs 

stirring and inspirational account of 

her own journey through violence, we 

lit candles and shared a prayer given by 

Pastor Brian of American Lutheran 

Church. It was beautiful evening to  

remember, honor, and celebrate our 

progress as a movement. We left with 

a renewed sense of purpose and passion 

for the work that is yet to be done. 

Though itõs a dark road sometimes, we 

will continue to move forward ñ

faithfully, joyfully, and relentlessly. 

Thatõs what DVAMõs all about! 

By MandyñGrant Coordinator  

in ·sight ~ (n) an instance of apprehending the true  
nature of a thing, esp. through  
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